
Overview 

Marist Canberra Hockey Club (Marist Hockey) enters teams in various age groups and divisions of 

Hockey ACT’s junior winter outdoor and summer indoor competitions.  

This document outlines Marist Hockey’s approach in relation to the following key policies: 

1. Age Policy and Eligibility; 

2. Grading and Team Selection; and 

3. Development Policy 

Goals  

• To offer all students at Marist the opportunity to play hockey.  

• To maximise the level of participation of students who choose to play hockey.  

• To provide and develop qualified coaches for all hockey teams.  

• To provide all players the opportunity to be developed in all facets of the game.  

• To maximise satisfaction for players from both training and playing.  

• To field competitive teams and represented in Division 1 for all age groups. 

• To develop all teams, especially the First XI, into successful combinations where all boys 

are able to contribute to a team's success.  

• To provide development opportunities for players of all skill levels. 

• To encourage Marist players to play in representative teams.  

• To ensure that funding is available to achieve all other goals.  

 

For the purpose of this document, the following apply: 

● The Development Officer holds responsibility for application of these policies and leads the 

grading and team selection process, along with player, team and coach development for 

training and games throughout the season in line with the Operating Manual. 

● Coaching and Development Sub-committee will typically consist of the Development Officer 

and coaches or managers (where the coaches are students)  

 

The Marist Hockey Committee approves the members of the Sub-committee each year. The 

Coaching and Development Sub-committee works in accordance with these policies and the 

Operating Manual and reports to the Marist Hockey Committee. 

The selection and development policy follows the requirements under the Marist Sports Policy and 

Sports Club operating framework.  

  



Age Policy and Eligibility 

Students enrolled at Marist College Canberra can play hockey from Year 4 to Year 12. Marist College 

Canberra and Marist Hockey Club policy is that all boys should play in their correct age group 

Depending on year of birth and existing Hockey ACT rules, for Winter Season boys should register 

within the following age groups:  

- U10 boys – will not turn 11 in the year the season starts 

- U12 boys - will not turn 13 in the year the season starts 

- U14 boys – will not turn 15 in the year the season starts 

- U18 boys – will not turn 19 in the year the season starts 

A request to play out of their age group due to existing peer groups or friendship is not deemed a 

valid reason.  

During some years, the registration process may generate issues within age groups which cause 

difficulty in forming viable teams due to the number of boys registered. The Coaching and 

Development Sub-committee will facilitate the process of selecting students that allows the 

nomination of viable teams.  

Indoor Hockey is a skill-based competition. Boys will be graded and placed across the various Hockey 

ACT divisions according to the grading and team selection process. Inexperienced or new players 

who will not turn 13 in the year the season starts are eligible to play in the U12 beginner competition.  

  



Grading and Team selection process 

Marist Hockey is committed to an open and fair process for the selection of teams and the 

identification of development players.  

Grading is conducted prior to each season and is based on competitive selection criteria including 

technical skill, tactical understanding, physical capability, and potential. Details on selection criteria 

and technical skill expectations by age are available at https://www.maristcanberrahockey.org.au/. 

During grading players will participate in a number of drills and a trial match to assess their skills to 

allow their performance to be observed and assessed by selectors who will report to and advise the 

Coaching and Development Sub-Committee. Other factors that may contribute to grading include 

performance from previous seasons and input from previous coaches. 

Capital League (U18) and Division 1 (U14 and U12) are for experienced hockey players looking to 

play competitively. Junior State Leagues and Division 2 (U14 and U12) are for those who wish to play 

more socially and is more appropriate for those who have just started to play or still learning 

foundational skills of the game.  

To be considered for the top division team in an age group a player must attend the annual grading 

day. Marist Hockey requires a strong commitment from a player who wishes to participate in the top 

division, they must ensure their involvement in other sports or activities will not impact their 

commitment throughout the season. If the coach deems that there is an ongoing impact on the team, 

it may be necessary to move the player into a lower division. 

If a player chooses not to participate in the grading process, they will automatically be placed in the 

lower divisions within their age group, unless prior consultation has occurred with the Development 

Officer around reasons for their absence. 

Grading and Team selection is coordinated by the Marist Hockey Club Development Officer, who will 

work with selectors, coaches and the Coaching and Development sub-committee to finalise team 

selections which are then endorsed by the College.  

Marist Hockey will determine team makeup based on grading and the best team combinations 

possible with a focus on competitiveness and player development. Marist Hockey cannot take 

requests to play in teams with friends. 

A player’s request to be placed in a team lower than their graded ability (e.g. for pastoral care 

reasons) will be considered by Marist Hockey on a case by case basis, contact the Development 

Officer. 
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First XI (and Top Division) Selection Policy 

It is the aim of the Club to select the best players to represent the College in the First XI. The 

Coaching and Development Sub-Committee is responsible for nominating two independent selectors 

to facilitate this process.  

Boys not in the U18 division who are capable of playing at this level are encouraged to participate in 

the trials and if assessed as meeting the requirements of the First XI may be selected. They will also 

be required to play in their own age group.  

Hockey ACT regulations limit the age of Capital League U18 players, this may affect eligibility of boys. 

Before the First XI and Captains are announced the Headmaster must approve these appointments.  

● A younger age player selected for the First XI team needs to be identified as an exceptional 

athlete whose abilities exceed that of any potential player from within the senior cohort.  

● A younger age player should not be considered for First XI team selection if their ability is to 

be considered of equal ability of the majority players within the senior group.  

● The selection of a younger player/s in the First XI team cannot be considered if the selection 

generates an issue where numbers may have an impact on the ability to nominate a team for 

that lower age group.  

● The selection of a younger player/s in the First XI team for sports that have limited 

opportunities for senior boys to play must demonstrate inclusive practices that incorporate all 

registered participants being given ample opportunities to represent the College. The 

opportunity for senior players to represent the College is to be considered a priority if there is 

no other avenues for the senior player to represent the college in his chosen sport. Example - 

Younger age players are to be provided with opportunities to come into the team on a 

rotational basis while still playing in their age group.  

 

Note: The same criteria is applicable for boys wishing to play up one age group into the U14 or U12 

age groups. Boys capable of playing at the higher age group are encouraged to participate in trials. 

      

Indoor Selection Policy 

Indoor hockey is a skills-based competition. The aim of the Club is to select the best players to 

represent the College in the Junior Indoor competition. Selectors will recommend the best grade for 

this team to be entered into. Selectors will grade and group the remaining players into teams with 

similar skills and recommend the relevant Junior Indoor division to be entered. 

The selectors will be guided by experience in previous seasons and any guidance provided by 

Hockey ACT. The Coaching and Development Sub-Committee is responsible for nominating two 

independent selectors to facilitate this process. 

   



Development Policy 

The purpose of the development policy is to offer pathways for identified talented junior players. This 

policy allows a player to further develop their game through additional training and potentially play a 

second game per week for the Club in a higher division or age group on a permanent (for example 

due to registration numbers) or casual basis (for example where opportunities exist due to injuries or 

absences).  

 

Identification of development players occurs at annual grading trials utilising the competitive selection 

criteria. Development players selected by the Coaching and Development Sub-committee are: 

1. close to but not yet at the level required to be a full time member of a top division side, or 

2. a player who is assessed as ready and able to contribute to a team in the higher age group. 

 

A development player must commit to and attend the training sessions of the development team, 

noting the player’s allocated team must remain the first priority.  

Process for finding fill-in players for teams 

Outdoor - In the event of injuries or absences where a team requires a fill-in player the opportunity 

should be given in order of preference to  

1. identified casual development players 

2. players in a lower division of that age group 

3. (U18 JSL2, U14 and U12 age group) players from the top division of the lower age group  

(U18 JSL1) players from a higher division in that age group - (Note: this is limited to 2 players 

to make no more than 13 players) 

Requests for players to fill-in from a lower age group should be discussed between coaches, 

managers and the Development Officer. As part of the process consideration will be given to a 

player’s recent performance, attitude at training, preferred playing position and previous opportunities. 

The opportunity to fill-in for a team should be given to a variety of players.  

Indoor - In the event of injuries or absences where a team requires a fill-in player the opportunity 

should be given in order of preference to  

1. players in a lower division 

2. players from a higher division in that age group - (Note: this is limited to 2 players to make no 

more than 8 players – only 1 player from Supers) 

      

If Marist Hockey has two teams in the same division players of one team are unable to fill-in for the 

other team.  

Note: A junior player is limited to playing in no more than two (2) junior games per round (unless dual-

registered as a keeper and field-player).   



Feedback and Disputes 

In the first instance, requests for feedback or queries regarding grading should be directed to 

the Development Officer.  

If after feedback from the Development Officer there is still a dispute regarding grading or team 

allocation this must be made in writing to the President and College Sports Co-ordinator within three 

days of team announcements.  

The Marist Co-Curricular grievance handling process will be followed which is summarised briefly 

below: 

The President, in consultation with the College Hockey Coordinator and Development Officer, will 

acknowledge the request within 48 hours and review the request and grading outcome against 

College and Selection policies. A reply, including details of grading or team allocation, will be provided 

within 14 days. 
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